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CITAD operationalized hate speech as any speech act that: 
       • Insults people on the basis of their religion

• Abuses people for their ethnic or linguistic affiliation
• Expresses contempt for people because of their place of origin
• Disparages or intimidates women or girls because of their gender
• Condones discriminatory assertions against people living with disabilities  
• Abuses or desecrates symbols of cultural or religious practices.
• Denigrates or otherwise ridicules traditional or cultural institutions of other 

people
•

Hate/dangerous speech advocates, threatens and encourages violent acts and 
fosters a climate of prejudice and intolerance.

Gender-Based Hate Speech
Women are targeted through hateful and threatening speeches and expressions 
every day. Barely does a week go by without a sexist or misogynist comment, 
particularly on the internet. Studies have shown that at least one out of four women 
around the globe had at a point experienced or been victimized with at least one or 
more form(s) of gender-based hate speech on- or offline. Nigerian women are not 
insulated from it. Some studies conducted by CITAD have shown that women in 
Nigeria, including actresses, politicians, students, journalists and young girls and 
women, and even housewives, have been targeted with hate speech, including 
misogyny or a sexism form of hate speech. 

Gender-based hate speech is a form that targets the female group and reveals 
unequal opportunities and are perceived (either by certain groups of people or 
generally) to be inferior to the male identity group. It includes a host of harmful 
behaviors that are directed at women and girls because of their sex, which is an 
expression of deep-seated discrimination against their gender that has been existing 
for a long period of time. It equally denies women their rights to equality and non-
discrimination.

is a sexist form of  hate speech that relates to expressions, 
which spread, incite, promote or justify hatred based on sex. Some groups of women 
are particularly targeted by sexist hate speech, especially celebrities, 
journalists/women in media, politicians, popular young women, etc. but every woman 
and girl is a potential target for online and offline sexist hate speech.  
The forms of gender hate speech include:
      1. Verbal, written or physical intimidation;

2. Insults and criticism online;
3. Glorification of sexual denigration of women in pornography;
4. Public humiliation or threat to humiliate;
5. Glorification of the denigration of women in games;
6. Threat of violence;
7. Physical attack;

Deliberate spread of false or rumours that demean or malign or obstracizes 
other people on the basis of religion, ethnicity, gender or place of origin or  
other or for the accident of one form of disability. 

Misogynism gendered
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